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Belly of the Road A goal of the Belly of the Road
project 1s to reduce the amount of littering that occurs at
different locations along the highway. One side of the
highway is littered with garbage, plastic bags, Styrofoam,
tires, and overgrown bushes. Pictured above is the view
of one of the busiest sections of the highway. There is
only one side of the highway that is clean. It’s not easy to
stay on the clean side of the highway. The section of
highway pictured above has people come from both sides
of the highway to toss garbage in the grass. Some of the
garbage includes food, water bottles, diapers, and trash.
People have also tried to catch garbage with nets and
bags to bring back to the clean side of the highway. The
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clean side of the highway is already the most busy.
Drivers have been known to cut off the other side to pass
through the road, so the drivers who try to bring garbage
to the other side are often ignored. “Our goal is to have a
significant impact at four high volume locations,” said
Dr. Brandon Eifert, the project coordinator. “We know
that about a half-mile stretch of road has a high volume
of traffic. We are hoping to remove about 60-90,000
pounds of trash along this entire stretch.” Eifert plans to
have four dumpsters to collect trash that 1s collected on
the clean side of the highway. The dumpsters will be
placed on the clean side of the highway and are expected
to collect about 80% of the trash. “It’s not a waste of
resources,” Eifert said. “These are already sitting around.
The way we’re approaching it is to count on some
volunteers to drive the trash to us. Once
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