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2001We just returned from a week in Alaska. Again the trip was great, as it was our third visit. We had been there for a week
last year, when we visited to attend the 4th of July fireworks in Fairbanks. This time, however, we decided to just stay for the
whole week. This time we were leaving the kids with our families who live in Alaska. When we are away from our families, we
miss them dearly. We miss them, not only physically, as they are near, but also emotionally. So, when we got back to Pasadena
on the day of our return flight, we were in a very subdued mood. In fact we were so miserable, that we were unable to talk on
the drive home. Finally, when we pulled into the driveway, Rebecca said, “Why don’t we just call our families tonight and tell
them we’ll come over as soon as we get the kids off to sleep?” As soon as I heard those words, the storm clouds lifted. We were
talking again. I felt better. Today, when we got the kids off to sleep, I told them to write a note to their families, in which they
would tell them they loved them and miss them. Then we gave them their cars and said, “If you want to, take a ride tonight. I’d
love to go home and see the kids.” We told the kids, that we were going to go out with their families and play games until the
kids went to sleep. Then Rebecca and I were going to go out for dinner with each other and then 1cb139a0ed
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