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anatomy throughout gestation. For the hemodynamic evaluation of mitral and
aortic valves, it is a must to obtain good quality echocardiographic images. The
aortic valve and its root have not much calcification at approximately 27 weeks

of gestation and, therefore, echocardiography can be performed easily and
repeatedly throughout gestation. With the development of the aortic valve and
its root, the aortic annulus becomes more elongated and the ventricular septum
becomes thicker. It is these changes of the aortic root and the atria that make

the echocardiographic evaluation of the mitral valve difficult at approximately
27 weeks of gestation. The mitral valve is more calcified at that time and the
ventricular septum is less developed than the aortic valve. With these reasons

and also because of a poor visualization of the mitral valve, hemodynamic
evaluation of the mitral valve can be done in the beginning of the third trimester
(37-40 weeks). We present a gallery containing several cases in which valvular

anatomy was well visualized throughout gestation. We also demonstrate the
development of the atria and the ventricular septum during gestation, explaining
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