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caption Boris Johnson: "The UK negotiating team
is working flat out to get an agreement" Boris
Johnson has said the UK will not pay "tens of

billions of pounds" to leave the EU, but has not
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ruled out paying "more than zero". "The UK is set
to get a fantastic deal for Britain," he said at an

event at the BBC's Washington headquarters. "But
we have not reached a deal yet. We are getting

close." Mr Johnson insisted he was not aware of
any talks taking place between Brexit Secretary
David Davis and EU figures. He described the

outcome of an earlier round of negotiations with
Brussels as "better than any deal the EU put

forward," and said the pair remained engaged.
"Our team is working flat out to get the best deal

for Britain, but I am not going to let you dominate
the story, you are going to have to compete with
us," he said. The prime minister has previously

ruled out paying £50bn to leave the bloc, but has
said there could be a future one-off payment.

Earlier on Saturday the prime minister reiterated
his opposition to a customs union with the EU.
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"We will not be part of any trap of the common
court, which binds us to the rule of EU law," Mr
Johnson said. He said the deal Mrs May struck

with the EU in December gave the UK "a Brexit
that suits the whole of this great country", and

asked "for us to embrace it wholeheartedly and to
bind this country together with these great union".
Earlier, Mr Davis told the BBC he did not expect

to have to reach a deal at the next round of
negotiations. "We have a very good relationship

with the prime minister. We have lots of ideas on
what a deal would look like. "But we have not yet

gone to the EU with those ideas. We are still
talking to the EU. We will be talking to them and
the opportunity will be there to negotiate a new

deal for the 3da54e8ca3
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