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Images Enlarge Dec. 10 (UPI) -- Thousands of activists, students and community members participated in a rally on Washington D.C.'s National Mall on
Thursday evening as part of a series of protests planned to show solidarity with students in the United States and Chile following mass shootings at two
schools. Rallies began taking place across the globe at 6 p.m. local time, with one group rallying in the U.S. capital beginning at 5 p.m. Among those taking
part in the American rally was Washington D.C. mayor Muriel Bowser, who pledged that the City will be "stronger, safer and more just." A minute of silence
was held at 6:17 p.m., the time of the first mass shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School, in Newtown, Conn. "l am declaring a state of emergency here

in the District of Columbia," Bowser said to standing cheers. "We will not be intimidated. We will not allow anyone to take away the safety, rights and

liberties of our young people. We will work together." "It is time for our legislators to put the needs of our children and the safety of our schools ahead of
partisan politics,"” said Sarah McBride, communications director for the Human Rights Campaign. "While many Democrats in Washington D.C. were able to

take a moment to stand together in solidarity with the victims of the shooting, other Democratic elected officials were silent or even defended the NRA's
terrible agenda. It is time for Democrats to take a stand against this horrific gun violence and stand up for the safety of all our children," McBride said.

Protesters in the crowd held signs reading "Stop the NRA."
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