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Among the Motherless "Blessed Among
the Motherless" is a poem written in
1827 by English poet John Clare
(1793-1864), in the style of a ballad.
This poem was inspired by John Clare's
experiences of poverty, and the abuse
he received from his mother's family
because of his drunkenness and poor
prospects. Background John Clare was
born on 8 February 1793 at Helpston,
Northamptonshire, England. He grew up
iIn Northamptonshire, where he was
apprenticed to a shoemaker in the
1810s. He was at first apprenticed to
Benjamin Hough. Because of poor
health, his apprenticeship ended after
two years. Clare's mother was Susanna
Corder; his father, Nathaniel Corder,
died on 9 March 1812. Four months later
his mother married William Hand. Her
union with William Hand was abusive
and violent. The Hand family lived in the
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Blue House at Helpston. Clare was often
beaten by his stepfather. Clare's
stepfather died on 3 April 1813. Clare
became a foundling child, in the care of
Henry and Frances Briggs, of Helpston.
He was placed in 648931el174
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