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There are some question marks, though. Like a lot of teams, the Blackhawks don’t have a top-six forward on their roster. But they do boast
a high-end goalie (Corey Crawford) and an excellent defense. They won’t be easy to beat, because they have a strong team identity and
they want to be the best in the Central. They’re going to take some risks. They are going to be fun. So I’m going to spend the next few

weeks, right up to the start of the season, watching them to see if they can be the next Pittsburgh Penguins. That said, let’s get on to the
picks. Pittsburgh Penguins (5) Last season: 66-16-12 Record before Chicago: 5-0-0, seven points Head-to-head record: Chicago 1-0-0, no

points Past four seasons: Four wins Toughest stretch: The first two months of the season, from Jan. 1 to March 1, were particularly tough on
the Penguins, who went a combined 1-6-0. Peak of the season: The Penguins are hungry to win the Stanley Cup after coming up just short

in 2009. The Blackhawks have a history of overachieving and they have the advantage of being the defending champs. On paper: The
Penguins haven’t changed very much, but they are clearly the better team. They didn’t score much on Patrick Kane and Dustin Byfuglien
last season, but it was their defense that kept Chicago out of the playoffs. They aren’t going to win 60 percent of their games, but I think

they’re better than their record from last season suggests. 1cdb36666d
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